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The beginning of the housing problem is 
the rise in the price of land. 
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Sanitary conveniences, adequate bedroom 
accommodation and domestic privacy 
are the primary requirements 
for proper housing. 
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INTRODUCTION 


. HE Toronto Housing Company 
was Organized two years ago 
rslafter eight months of study and 
investigation by a joint com- 
mittee representing the City 

— Council, the Civic Guild, the 
Manufacturers’ Association and the Board of 
Trade. The object of the Company from the 
beginning was not to build a few, or many, 
houses, but to seek a solution for the housing 
problem. A first step in this undertaking, it 
was believed, was a comprehensive building 
programme for Toronto. That was why it 
was decided to form a Company instead of 
an Association, the conduct of business 
necessitating capital and incorporation. 
Legislation was required and the Ontario 
Housing Act was secured from the Legisla- 
ture, empowering cities and towns to guar- 
antee the bonds of a Housing Company, 
organized toimprove housing and not for profit, 
to the extent of 85% of the money required, 
the remaining 157% to be provided by citizens 
who through desire to be of public service 
could be induced to become stockholders. 


LIVING ROOM, LARGER COTTAGE FLAT, SPRUCE COURT, SHOWING PORTIONS 
OF PANTRY-KITCHEN, BEDROOM AND SITTING ROOM. 


A couple of weeks after the Ontario Hous- 
ing Act became law the City Council, almost 
unanimously, authorized the guarantee of the 
Company’s bonds to the extent of $850,000. 
This, with $150,000 of capital to be provided 
by the stockholders as required, furnished 
$1,000,000 for an initial building programme. 
Under the Housing Act the Council exercises 


VIVING ROOMPLARGER COTTAGE PEAT SPRUCE.COURT: 


close supervision of the Company’s undertak- 
ings. The Council must approve the sites, plans 
and method of financing, and appoints three 
representatives on the Board of Directors. 

The Company purchased from the City the 
Bain Avenue property comprising 2050 feet of 
frontage. Bain avenue is fifteen minutes by 
street car from downtown. The Housing Com- 


LIVING ROOM IN SMALLER COTTAGE FLAT, SPRUCE COURT, 
SHOWING BEDROOM BEYOND. 


pany’s property is only one block from the 
car. Opposite the property on the east side 
is Withrow Park, an improved play-area of 18 
acres, with toboggan slide and skating pond 
in winter, tennis courts, bowling lawns and 
ball grounds for summer. A block away to 
the West is beautiful Riverdale Park with the 
largest play spaces in the city. At the corner 


ANOTHER VIEW OF LIVING ROOM SHOWN ON OPPOSITE PAGE, SHOWING 
PORTION OF PANTRY-KITCHEN. 


of the property is a large public school. 

A block on Spruce Street, 167 ft. by 204 ft., 
was leased from the General Hospital Trust. 
This property, now Spruce Court, is just west 
of Riverdale Park. 

In the Northwest section of the city a block 
of land with 685 ft. of frontage on Rockwell, 
Prescott and Blackthorn Avenues was _ pur- 
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chased. On it the Housing Company is 
planning to erect this fall self-contained 
houses, for sale on easy terms. 


The Company has also acquired for devel- 
opment as a garden suburb 200 acres north 
of St. Clair Avenue East. 


After very careful consideration the Housing 
Company decided that it should first build in 
the city rather than in the suburbs, and that 
the most useful and approved type of accom- 
modation was the cottage flat. 

A cottage flat is a modern apartment with its 
own front door to the street. The Bain Avenue 
buildings of the Toronto Housing Company are 
arranged around three grass courts. There the 
small children will have ample room to play, 
where their parents can see them, and away 
from the dangers and dust of the street. Each 
building consists of from two to nine houses; 
each house contains two cottage flats, one 
downstairs and one upstairs, that is, one on the 
ground floor, one on the first and second floors. 
The entire development is to be heated by 
steam from a central plant and the same 
plant will furnish hot water to every flat 
the year round. There are no dark or poor- 
ly ventilated rooms, because the buildings have 
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a wide frontage, and are only two rooms deep, 
so that every room opens to the air and sun- 
light. Each flat has its separate bathroom, 
separate balcony or verandah and separate 
basement. Gas stoves, electric fixtures and 
window blinds are installed by the Company. 
In every kitchen there is an enamelled combin- 
ation sink and laundry tub. 


The cottage flats at Riverdale Courts are 
finished in Georgia pine. This is stained in the 
living rooms and finished in natural color in the 
other rooms. Most of the floors are hardwood. 
The architectural design of Riverdale Courts 
has been approved by many leading authorities 
of Great Britain and America. 


At Spruce Court, which was constructed and 
occupied last year, there are thirty-two cot- 
tage flats and six six-room houses. 


In the buildings nearing completion at Bain 
Avenue there are 118 cottage flats and in the 
others under construction there will be 86. 
The flats are of six sizes and a floor plan of each 
is shown in the illustrations on pages 16 to 27. 


The rentals are based upon the cost of the 
development and are as low as in the opinion 
of the Company it is safe to make them. They 
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include the charges for heat and hot water and 
a fixed sum for repairs. At the end of the year 
if no repairs are necessary the Reserve fund for 
Repairs is returned to the tenant in cash. If 
repairs are necessary they are made, the cost 
deducted from the repair fund and the balance 
is returned to the tenant. The Company pays 
the taxes and water rates; the tenant pays for 
his gas and electric light and separate meters 
are installed for each flat. 

The best guarantee of the character and 
permanency of the property is that the Com- 
pany remains responsible. Each applicant for 
a flat is required to furnish two references as to 
character and suitability. The rents are payable 
strictly in advance. The Company was not 
organized for profit but for public service—to 
solve the housing problem. On the other hand 
it is not a charity or a philanthropy, but divi- 
dends are limited to six per cent. per annum. 

Applications for flats should be made to 
the Housing Company at its head office in the 
Ryrie Building, Yonge and Shuter Streets. 
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Plan No. 1 
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Plan No. 1. 


The floor plan on the opposite page shows 
the smallest of the Toronto Housing Com- 
pany’s cottage flats. It was designed for 
occupation by a young couple, possibly with a 
child under five years of age, or by an older 
couple whose family has grown up and left 
home. It fits exactly also the requirements of 
a mother and daughter or two sisters who, 
though working, wish to keep house in a 
home of their own. 

The rent is $14.50, $15.00 or $16.00 a month 
according to location. 

The rent includes heat, hot water all the 
year round, and reserve fund for repairs of 
$12.00 a year, to be returned to the tenant at 
the end of a year if no repairs are necessary. 


See Diagram on Page 28. 
Nios) Salon 258 2082/,.45)40.009 andol 
(three courts) are $14.50 per month. 
Nos. 47 and 5/7 (three courts) are $15.00 
per month. 
Nos. 17, 21, 49, 51, 53, 55 and 553 (three 
courts) are $16.00 per month. 


18 COTTAGE FLATS 


Plan No. 2 
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PlaneNow2: 


This next largest cottage flat of the Toronto 
Housing Company at Riverdale Courts is the 
Same as Number 1 with the addition of a fine 
large second floor bedroom and large clothes 
closet. With living-room, alcove pantry-kitchen, 
basement room, bathroom, verandah and two 
bedrooms, it provides self-contained accommo- 
dation for a small family wishing domestic 
privacy. All of these flats are upstairs and 
each stair has three-way electrie light switches 
at top and bottom. Each flat has its own 
front door to the street. 

The rent is $16.00, $16.50, $17.00 or $18.00 
a month according to location. 

The rent includes heat, hot water all the 
year round, and reserve fund for repairs of 
$12.00, to be returned to the tenant at the end 
of a year if no repairs are necessary. 


See Diagram on Page 28. 

Nos. 12, 14, 16, 24, 26 and 28 (three courts) 
are $16.00 per month. 

Nos. 44, 46, 60, 62A are $16.50 per month. 

Nos. 18, 22, 48 and 58 (three courts) are 
$17.00 per month. 

Nos. 50, 52, 54, 56, 563 are $18.00 per 
month. 
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RianeNomo: 


Number 3 is another two-bedroom cottage 
flat, but larger than No. 2, and all these flats 
are on the ground floor. It hasa large living- 
room, separate pantry-kitchen with gas range, 
combination sink and laundry tub, shelves and 
built-in worktable, basement, two bedrooms, 
two clothes closets, three-piece bathroom, 
front verandah and back-door stoop. 

The rent is $19.00 or $20.00 a month accord- 
ing to location. 

The rent includes heat, hot water all the 
year round, and reserve fund for repairs of 
$12.00, to be returned to the tenant at the end 
of a year if no repairs are necessary. 


See Diagram on Page 28. 
Nos. 3, 5, 7, 31, 33 and 35 (three courts) 
are $19.00 per month. 
No. 19 (three courts) is $20.00 per month. 


22 COTTAGE FLATS 


Plan No. 4. 
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Plan No. 4. 


This is an up-stair flat and has two fine, airy 
bedrooms and trunk room or large clothes 
closet on the second floor. On the first floor 
there is a very large and attractive living-room, 
one bedroom, three-piece bathroom, pantry- 
kitchen, closets and balcony. Each flat has its 
own front door to the street and its separate 
basement room. Both stairways have three- 
way electric light switches. 

The rent is $25.00 or $26.00 a month accord- 
ing to location. 

The rent includes heat, hot water all the 
year round, and reserve fund for repairs of 
$18.00, to be returned to the tenant at the end 
of a year if no repairs are necessary. 


See Diagram on Page 28. 
Nos. 4, 6, 8, 32, 34, 36 and 62 (three courts) 
are $25.00 per month. 
No. 20 (three courts) is $26.00 per month. 
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Plan No. 5. 
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Rian Noms: 


Number 5 is the largest of the ground floor 
flats. With large living-room, pantry-kitchen, 
three bedrooms, bathroom, verandah and base- 
ment it provides the accommodation of a six- 
roomed house. 

The rent is $23.00 or $24.00 a month accord- 
ing to location. 

The rent includes heat, hot water all the 
year round and reserve fund for repairs of 
$15.00, to be returned to the tenant at the end 
of a year if no repairs are necessary. 


See Diagram on Page 28. 

Nos. 9 and 29 (three courts) are $23.00 per 
month. 

Nos. 1 and 37 (three courts) are $24.00 per 
month. 

Nos. 39, 41, 63, 65 (three courts) have 
been leased to the Local Council of 
Women to be rented by them to 
business women. 
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Plan No. 6. 


BED ROOM 
89-220 


/ 
e: “BED ROOM 
J WY PRO} 


A 
aS 
E 
S 


YZ SShelves 
| + 


Connecr ourlets O Wood $i 
roDown pipe 


LIVING ROOM 


a A 
ey 62 © ne 
Hk) 70% > 


© 
a 


BALCONY 


THE TORONTO HOUSING COMPANY 27 


lati omo: 


Almost any size of family can accommodate 
itself comfortably in this, the largest, of the 
Housing Company’s cottage flats. It has a 
very large living-room, pantry-kitchen, two 
bedrooms, bathroom and balcony on the first 
floor and two large bedrooms, each with a 
clothes closet, on the second floor. All of 
these flats are upstairs, and both stairways 
have three-way electric switches. Each flat 
has its separate basement room and its own 
Streets dOOt, 

The rent is $28.00 or $29.00 a month accord- 
ing to location. 

The rent includes heat, hot water all the 
year round and $15.00 as reserve fund _ for: | 
repairs, to be returned to the tenant at the end 
of the year if no repairs are necessary. 

ScemWialiamieonmeaccmZo. 

Nos. 10 and 30 (three courts) are $28.00 
per month. 

Nos. 2 and 38 (three courts) are $29.00 
per month. 

Nos. 40, 42, 64, 66 (three courts) have been 
leased to the Local Council of Women 
to be rented by them to business 
women. 
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Six of these houses on the South side of Bain Avenue have been leased 
by the Local Council of Women, to be rented by them to 
business women as community houses. 


